roihe proliferation of high-sided, b-

Lke production boals that prew out of

the mid-1960 s obsession for berths at
any oost’, the diminulive Congesse 26
drmly stood her pround: her clean,
ilbractive lines were a tesimany to designer
“avid Sadler and builder Jeremy Roger's
‘termination to cling to proven and
salitional valaes, With a generoos long
colfew Fregboard, delightfully sleck

-
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profile and uncluctersd decks she was a clear
coafirmation ot Lhe ol adage it it ooks
right, it probablv is vight' and, her
formidable repulation for fast sea-going
performance aside, the inherent prettiness of
the Contessa 26 is something thai still tams
the head as she cips smartly by - always
ong of my fundamental requirements for
any aspirimg Affordable Classic,

As Sadler freely admitted, the Contessa

20's pedigroe leads siraight back to Lhe
fotkbogt. He simply raised the topsides “an
exira plank” to zive her the charactenstic
straight sheerline, extended the coachrouof,
added mere inches to bher overall
dimenstons, modified the keel and thus
suceeeded In Mrning a proven success mbe
an even greater one, transforming the
ariginal davboat/weekender concepl of Lhe
Srandinavian cralt inio a roomier,




CLASSIC BOAT

comfortable cruiscrfracer with assured
offshore capability.

In fact, lhe transition from Folkboat to
GCRP Contessa went through an
inlermediate stage: David Sadler’s own
Coniesse of Parkestore, Built in 1964,
Confessg of Parkestone was a development of
the coid moewlded Folkboats being built at
Lymington by leremy Ropgers who was
then better known for his eraftsrnanship n
building dinghies — ke the OF, Fitn and
favetin — than the string of well-knawn
crulsers and racers that followed. Sadler
wat a keem dinghy racer who had maved
up feom Aderlin Kockets to JOO and RORC
evonds and, although trained as a chartered
enginecr, his consuming inlerest in boail
design was later Lo load to numerous
highly successful designs such as the
elegant Centessa 32 - big sister of the 26 -
and many popular performance famtly
crutsing boats such as the Sadler 26, 29, 32
and J4. Describing the svolubion of
Cimtesan of Parkestone ab the time, he wrote:
"except for the basic Felkboat lines, she
wias desigmedd by me with a straight sheer,
masthesd rig, improved cockpit and deck
lavout and accommardation for foar She
his proved taster, drier and more roomy
than a standard Folkboat and with the
lower O of Fosail plan, carries her canvas
well. In addition 1o winning Lthe Toole
Yacht Racing Associalion’s Cherbourg race
at Whitsun, she has had the {following
successes: 1st Hacp Trophy, st RMYC
Eegatta, Lst Poole to Lynungton, 1st Round
the Wight by Might, 1st Poole to Cowes,
All ruces being sailed under EORC
ratings..”.

sadler's vig had been inspired by the
racing swecess of another modified

masthead Folkboat, Perye, and with his
mast nearly 2° (0L6Tm) shorter than the
traditional three-quarter Folkhoat rig, the
small high aspecl ralic mainsail/big
headsail configuration clearly reflected the
racing trends at the time, and raicd more
favourably under the new IOR ruke. When
be and Rogers decided to go in for a GRP
production boat in 1965, the arrangement
was Ietalned, giving her a working sail
area of 224500t (208 sqm} compared with
the l'olkboat’s 24954 {23.150.m) but when
the IR genos was brought inte play, the
sall area increased considerably and
downwind she could carry a much larger
spinnaker from the masthead,

The olher signiticant difference was the
increasae in displacement due to the
remcdelling of the forward end of the keel
to make it longer and flatter for drying out.
This new shape added 300Ibs (136kg)
which also balanced the weight of the
engine aft — something ol anbicipated in
the vriginal Folkbaat design. All told, she
ended up about &00 The (2727 kgl heavier
and a much stiffer boal with improved
perfurmance to windward. The first SR
demoenstration boat, Comtesse of Lyanrgion
with launched in early 1966 and, in David's
hands, produced an immediate win in the
Poole-Swanage race: a success which was
repeated many times in his own boat,
Cantessa of Meall which appeared next,

The basic dimensions of the Conkeesa 26
wore LOA 2567 (2.77md « LWL 20 (A08m) «
beam 7% (Z228m) » draught 4 (1.21m) x
displacement 54001bs (2 449 4kg) and, bailt
under Llowds supervision, complete with
éhp ¥ire petrol engine, Proclor spars and
Lucas saiks, e price was just owver I2,000
Such was the interest in Lhe new hoat that

s more wert ordered by Tocal enthusiasts
By the end of 1986 Rogers was churning ow
Linished boats at the rate of one o montt
and, including all the hull and deck
monldings sold for home complotion, by the
titne he finished building thom in 1978, the
taial waz nearly 500! In fact his were nol L
Tast Lo be built — For a short while in 1978/ 7
the Lymington yard of Madkan acquined the
meulds and began to build them unde
Ticenge fram Jeremy Rogers, producing ¢
furlhor ten or 80 and more recently, the
Contessa 26 has re-emerged in Canad:
where 1L is buili by | | Taylor & Sons.

Apart from inshore racng suoceuses, the
Contessa 26's growing reputation wa:
considerably enhanced by some of the
major longer distance events, notably the
outstanding performance of Binkie, tne
smallest boal in the 1970 OhserverTarly
Express Round Brilain Race which Rova
Marine Lieutenants Mike McMullon ao
IMartin Fead salled {o iirsl place in tie
Handicap Class, 1 say sailed bot in e
talms prevailing at the beginning and end
of the race it also involved o lot of réewing
not least the final 17 miies betwoer
Salcamnbe and Plymouth! However, thore
was weather foul as well as fair
particularly on the leg from Crosshaver i
southeen Trefand to Castle Bay on the
Hebridean island of Barra vis the Atlantic
eoast of Tredand with gale force condition:
mosl of the way, Al gac poing, Binds
broached completelty but rocowvered
without damage and on Lhe nest iep
between Castle Bay and Lerwick siee
mvernged an lmpressive 5.6 knots, A
Meddulien later wrote of his boat 7 she is
surprisingly fast, a comfortable seazhaad
and easy to handke when iE comes 1o sai




ingas and sailing in confined waters

The 1972 Obsproer Singlekanded

shisatlantic Roce from Plymaouth to

WPOrt saw the Contessa 24 really

oving its serious ncean going capitbilities
with Richard Clitford’s Shamaal completing
this marathon in 33 days to take 28th
overall sut of 35 starters, most of which
wese considerably larger. Two vears farey,
in another Contessa 26, Shamaal I Clifford
and David Bamie managed [4th place out
of the 67 starters in the 1974 Raword Britmin
Hace — har 515tership, Confessa Caratiae,
selanging o the Roval Engineers Sajling
“lub, was forced to retire gt Barra after

ne parlicularly gruelling weather,

But it was not purely in the racing arena
that the Contessa 26 excelled herself: the
biat was highly commended in the
pepular Yackling World Crre-of-a-Fing
Cndsing Reflies in 1966 and 19849, Her moad-
mannered performance soon earred her
the reputation as a fast but comiortable
smali crudsing boat ang many thouble-fres
Miles wore quietly tucked Away under her
Bolt nver the ensuing voars, including
“rveral Atlantic and Pacific CIessings,

twever, the boat’s most Impressive
-riarmance by far was in the hands of an
18 vear nki Awerican glrl, Tania Aebi, who
completed a remarkable two and 2 haif
Year, 27000 mile {43,451km} sola
Srcumnavigation hetween 1985 and 1047
M Varuna, ung of the slightly mudified
Canadian versions.

Slarifng in New York, Tania's Voyage
Bliowed a classic route via the Panama
Canal, Calapagos, the Marguesas, Yahiti,
Siiton, narth-eastem Australia, Thursda}r
“and, Bali, Indizn Ucean, Red Sea,

-diterranean and finally across the nogth

Atlantic back to New York, earning her the
Agperican Crusing Woeld magazineg's 1957
annual medal for ‘superlgfive gruising

arhievepient.



